Math, Science and Technology Are BORING!

A Hacker Busters WebQuest

Tony wasn't the slightest bit interested in math, science or technology. Math and science are so boring," he told his parents and teachers. "I like to use computers, but I can't see why it's important to learn about them." 

One of Tony's teachers decided to send his students on a special WebQuest. He called in Penny Packet and her Uncle Peter because they knew what was out there on the web.

"Okay," Uncle Peter said, "if these kids are turned off to math and science and technology, they aren't going to be getting themselves ready to go into careers they might like. That's a real problem."

"Even musicians use technology," Penny said. "Remember Harmony? If she didn't know how to use computers, she couldn't have put her songs together."

"The Web Crawler," Uncle Peter said, "has brought in some information about exciting sites and put it into the Search Engine's database. Here's one Tony will like:

Who wants to win a $1,000,000?" 
"Can he really win a million?" Penny wanted to know.

"No, not actually, but he can see how much he could win if he knows his stuff. —And here's one that's a real puzzler, Mystery Math. Tony will amaze his friends if he follows the directions on this site.

"Hey," Penny said, "I've found one that lets you play Tic Tac (Tech) against the computer, but you have to do calculations to play."

Look at this coloring book, Penny," Uncle Peter said to her as they went via cable to the Jefferson Lab site.

"These kids are too old for coloring books," Penny said. "Coloring books will turn them off. They turn me off."

"But it's about Quarks," Uncle Peter said. "Do you know what a quark is? 

"Well, no. I guess I should give it a try. Cool. —Query told me about another site I think the kids will like, Cells Alive. Wait until you see a magnified piece of hair with dust mites on it. Yuck! The kids in Tony's class will be playing the videos on that site over and over. There's one where you can watch blood cells chomping away at an infection."

"We can't forget technology," Uncle Peter said. "You know that technology is used in just about everything today. Tony can take this Tech Quiz  to see what he knows. But—this quiz also tells lots about careers in technology."

Penny was trying out the quiz. "I wonder if Tony and his friends know that if they learn all about math, science, and technology in school, they'll be able to qualify for really good jobs with great pay when they grow up?"

